
PUBLIC SERVICES NOT PRIVATE PROFITS

HEALTH: KEEPING HOSPITALS PUBLIC
Access to healthcare shouldn’t depend on your pay 
cheque; access to healthcare is a basic human right. 
Decisions over the next four years will determine the 
future of the health system in NSW.
The health professionals who make NSW public hospitals work are easily amongst the 
best in the world. However, dedicated, trained and compassionate nurses, doctors and 
paramedics have been let down by the old parties’ budget cuts and mismanagement.

The old parties are putting money before lives. The NSW Coalition government has 
built on Labor’s public-private partnership model and are handing over ownership and 
operation of new public hospitals to profit-driven corporations in the Northern Beaches 
of Sydney, Maitland and Byron Bay.  

The Abbott government punched a $1.2 billion hole in the state’s public health system, 
condemning those without private health insurance to longer waiting times for 
treatment in emergency departments and for surgery. Changes to Medicare will not 
only make access to a GP more difficult for low and middle income Australians, but it 
will increase pressure on the state’s public hospitals.

The Greens will work to:

 ▲ Restore funding to public hospitals to ensure they can provide the best 
possible care for patients

 ▲ Increase nurse staffing-to-patient ratios to ensure better health outcomes

 ▲ Address the diverse health needs of all Australians, prioritising Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people who currently have a life expectancy well 
below non-indigenous Australians

 ▲ Improve resources to help households and communities make informed 
decisions about their health

 ▲ Improve funding for hospital and community based mental health 
services

 ▲ Advocate for increased federal public health funding through the Council 
Of Australian Governments 

The Greens are committed to delivering better health 
outcomes for the people of NSW. We will continue to 
protect quality, accessible healthcare for all. 
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