
PUBLIC SERVICES NOT PRIVATE PROFITS

PRIVATISATION & INFRASTRUCTURE
New economic thinking for a 
21 century state
Public assets provide essential services, jobs and 
revenue for NSW. Decisions over the next four years will 
be critical for the protection of jobs, our environment 
and the future.
The old parties – Labor and the Liberal-National Party – believe the only way to fund 
investment in modern transport, health, education, energy and other infrastructure is 
to sell off critical public assets.

This ideological obsession with privatisation and the political power of the banks and 
financial institutions are robbing the state of jobs, stability for consumers and world-
leading infrastructure.

Privatisation is the most unfair and regressive way of funding new infrastructure 
inflicting yet more bill stress on those who can least afford it; households will pay more.

The Greens have opposed the 
privatisation of electricity, water, 
education and training, lotteries and 
transport. Essential services belong 
in public hands to protect the public 
interest.
Public ownership allows the flexibility to create a new energy supply industry that 
allows households to cut their bills and their greenhouse gas emissions by becoming 
partners in the smart energy systems of the future. 

We are the only party in parliament that unequivocally stood up to Labor’s fire sale of 
assets, as well as the Liberal-National Party’s privatisation of ports and the desalination 
plant.

Balancing the budget in the long term is important, but that does not mean selling 
public assets as a quick fix to pay for the old parties’ fiscal irresponsibility. 

With interest rates at record low levels, now is the time to borrow to build the 
infrastructure of the future, and keep essential assets in public hands to serve the 
community now  

The Greens will continue working to protect the public 
interest.

nsw.greens.org.au

twitter.com/GreensNSW

facebook.com/TheGreensNSW



Public ownership allows for greater 
affordability and accessibility of 
essential services
The Greens believe that selling important assets to pay for infrastructure is bad for the 
economy, bad for households and bad for the environment.

The Greens will:

 ▲ Seek to restore public ownership and control of public services, 
corporations and assets that have been privatised

 ▲ Oppose future privatisation of public assets 

 ▲ Oppose the sale of public assets such as mineral rights and radio 
frequencies. Private access to these assets should be restricted to leases 
and licences. 

 ▲ Ensure public ownership and control is subject to native title and respect 
for the prior custodianship and occupation of country by Aboriginal 
peoples

For over 20 years the old parties have been selling off 
our public assets, creating uncertainty for workers and 
consumers, and forgoing long term revenue streams. 
When Labor was in government, fire sales of NSW’s electricity retailers, the output of 
the generators and the lotteries left the community with a hidden price tag that will be 
paid for years to come.

The Liberal-National Government has privatised Sydney’s desalination plant and the 
state’s three largest ports, and now plans to privatise 49 percent of the state’s electricity 
poles and wires. 

The old parties have forsaken the future of household power bills and the state’s 
greenhouse gas emissions into the hands of multi-national profit-driven corporations. 

They have dumped TAFE into competition with low cost, low quality private providers 
and are busy selling off critical state property holdings, including public housing, rather 
than addressing decades of mismanagement 

Flexibility critical to long term economic development and water management has 
been traded in for a hand full of dollars.
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